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Reef Madness: Coral Jewelry Is In

Februzry IR 2005; Page WID

EAEMAIL [Z] PRINT (%) MOST POPLILAR

Diamonds, emeralds, rubies ... coral?

Prices are rising for jewelry featuring this rare arganic gem, and, this seasan,
retailers from Banana Republic to Lord 8: Tavlor are featuring it, ar faux pieces in
the arange-like colar aften called coral, "Demand kind of came out of nowhers,"
says Mew ¥ark antiques dealer and gemalogizt David Killen, "In the past, anly
the deepest, reddest coral from the Victorian period sold, but now there's interest
for all styles. Buyers seam to be more and more concernaed about the supply
qoing away,"

Indeed, much like ivary and tortoizeshell, coral is benefiting from the fact that
people think there's gaing to be a lot less to go araund. & piece that might have
sold for $150 three vears ago might go for $500 now, dealars zay,

Bostan costume-jewelry collectar Sandra Goroft has a Middle Eastern silver and
coral bracelet she found at a flea market a few vears ago for $235. While she's
been offered nearly faur times that since, and has sold other pieces of coral
jewelry, zhe won't part with the bracelet, On the East Coast, people wear =0 much
black and gray, she says, that coral jewelry iz "the perfect complement,”

Coral, which grows underwater in tree-like branches, actually comes in many
calars, For purposes of international trade, several hues, like black, are now
considered endangered, There's an export ban an some South Pacific coral; once,
the region was one of its largest suppliers,

Inthe late 19th century wealthy Americans discovered caral when they went an their grand taurs of Eurape; it was plentiful in Italy, Coral
jewelry was ubiquitous in the VYictorian era, and then again inthe 1940z, as soldiers brought coral necklaces with pieces carved into roses home
from Europe, In both cases, coral became so common and inexpensive it went out of fashion, But recently, harvesting of coral has been sharply
cuttailed, giving wintage pieces a particular appeal,

The caloriz also popular in new jewelry, Last month, Chicago jewelry designer Kirsten Soede added a wibrant caral-colored crystal bracelet to
her line zald through ebjetzdenvy.com, "It was the 'It' calar, she zavs, and iz outzelling every other bracelet she offers but pink. Big Web retailer
BillBarnes.cam is offering six caral vings and a2 £2,260 caral, diamand and 15-karat gold bracelet,

Retailers have zome solid financial reazons for latching on to the trend. Coral iz one of the few gems that can be copied in plastic and glazz fairly
well. Since the industry's profit margin an "fazhion jewelry" iz typically 55%, according to market-research firm Richard K. Miller & Azzociates,
faus caral jewelry iz looking very attractive,

How to spot real coral from fake? Real coral has lines underneath thatintersect, very much like the grain in ivary, Another "tell": Real caral
generally iz mounted in silver ar gold. Faus isn't,

--Alexandra Peers



